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C H A P T E R  2 PLANNING CONTEXT
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conference rooms

• Library and study facilities

• Special use spaces including athletics fields 

and recreation facilities

• General use spaces including assembly and 

exhibition spaces, dining, student life space, 

and meeting rooms

• Support facilities

• Healthcare facilities

Student housing is not analyzed.

Overall, while it can be said that Rutgers University–

Camden has adequate total square footage relative 

to its peer institutions, surpluses in some categories 

of space mask critical shortfalls in others. For 

example, there is an excess of library stack space 

but deficiencies in student life space, an offset 

that Rutgers began to address in its recent library 

renovations; the Robeson Library now provides 

students with opportunities to engage in teamwork 

and collaborative learning opportunities supported 

by movable furniture configurations, and rooms 

with cutting-edge technological access to resource 

materials.  Actual and projected enrollment growth 

and deferred upgrades already have put pressure on 

Rutgers–Camden’s physical plant.  In order to ensure 

a robust and attractive campus community and 

student life experience, the University must address 

these concerns.  Major findings from the study are 

summarized below: 

• Rutgers University–Camden has experienced 

significant enrollment growth over the past 

several years, without corresponding increases 

in its usable spaces. Projected enrollment 

growth forecasts further increase of almost 

20% in the next five years. Planning for growth 

and remodeling to accommodate changing 

student needs are of key importance to the 

Rutgers University–Camden Strategic Plan and 

the campus’ success as an institution.

• At Rutgers–Camden, classroom space has 

been modernized on a case-by-case basis.  

Teaching methods are evolving and, with this 

evolution, classrooms must accommodate 

new learning and engagement technologies 

and practices.  Technology has become much 

more prevalent, as has group-work and smaller 

class sizes.  Traditional lecture formats have 

become less attractive.  Rutgers must develop 

a timeframe for aligning all outdated classroom 

facilities with next-generation practices to 

ensure that student learning outcomes and 

Rutgers–Camden’s competitive edge among 

its peer institutions are best served.  

• Student life space is fundamental to building 

community, enhancing out-of-classroom 

learning opportunities, and increasing student 

satisfaction and engagement.  This analysis 

identified critical needs in dining, recreation, 

lounge, and assembly space, which currently 

are operating at or above capacity. 

• Enrollment growth will require additional 

faculty and staff input about the composition 

of that increase and its correlating impact 

on appropriate program space.  How to use 

additional space should be assessed at the 

departmental and school level. 

The Space Utilization Study findings were discussed 

with Rutgers–Camden and aligned with actual space 

needs and priorities established in the Strategic Plan.  

The physical master plan incorporates these aligned 

space needs.
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